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Week Ending Friday, August 31, 1990 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United Nations Authorization of 
Enforcement of Economic Sanctions 
Against Iraq 


August 25, 1990 


The United Nations Security Council has 
passed Resolution 665 calling for enforce- 
ment measures to maintain the comprehen- 
sive sanctions against Iraq. The unanimous 
vote further underlines the deep concern of 
the world community regarding the blatant 
aggression by Iraq against Kuwait. The re- 
solve of the international community is 
strong. The vote exhibits the commitment 
of the world to act effectively to achieve 
the complete, immediate, and uncondition- 
al withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait. The 
United States pledges its complete support 
of the United Nations action. 


Excerpt of a Statement by Press 
Secretary Fitzwater on Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's Endorsement of 
United Nations Economic Sanctions 
Against Iraq 


August 25, 1990 


President Gorbachev’s statement yester- 
day supporting the United Nations sanctions 
was a very important development. We 
welcome his voice to the world condemna- 
tion of the aggression by Saddam Hussein 
[President of Iraq]. The United Nations res- 
olution passed last night further strengthens 
the world resolve to force Iraq out of 
Kuwait. We are encouraged by the progress 
of events at the United Nations and by 
President Gorbachev’s strong support. 


Note: Material from the statement that per- 
tained to the President’s stay at his home in 
Kennebunkport, ME, has been included in 
the Digest of Other White House An- 


nouncements. 


Initial Order for Emergency Deficit 
Control Measures for Fiscal Year 1991 


August 25, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the laws of the United States of 
America, including section 252 of the Bal- 
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con- 
trol Act of 1985 (Public Law No. 99-177), as 
amended by the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Reaffirmation 
Act of 1987 (Public Law 100-119) (hereafter 
referred to as “the Act”), and in accordance 
with the report of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget issued 
August 25, 1990, pursuant to section 
251(aX2) of the Act, I hereby order, pursu- 
ant to section 252(a), that the following ac- 
tions be taken effective October 1, 1990, to 
implement the sequestrations and reduc- 
tions determined by the Director in that 
report: 

(1) Each automatic spending increase that 
would, but for the provisions of the Act, 
take effect during fiscal year 1991 is sus- 
pended as provided in section 252. The pro- 
grams with such automatic spending in- 
creases subject to reduction in this manner, 
specified by account title, are National 
Wool Act, Special Milk Program, and Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation. 

(2) The following are sequestered as pro- 
vided in section 252: new budget authority; 
unobligated balances; new loan guarantee 
commitments or limitations; new direct 
loan obligations, commitments, or limita- 
tions; spending authority as defined in sec- 
tion 401(c\2) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, as amended; and obligation 
limitations. 

(3) For accounts making payments other- 
wise required by substantive law, the head 
of each Department or agency is directed 
to modify the calculation of each such pay- 
ment to the extent necessary to reduce the 
estimate of total required payments for the 
fiscal year by the amount specified in the 
Director’s report. 
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(4) For accounts making commitments for 
guaranteed loans and obligations for direct 
loans as authorized by substantive law, the 
head of each Department or agency is di- 
rected to reduce the level of such commit- 
ments or obligations to the extent necessary 
to conform to the limitations established by 
the Act and specified in the Director’s de- 
termination of August 25, 1990. 

In accordance with section 252(a\4)A), 
amounts suspended or sequestered under 
this order shall be withheld from obligation 
or expenditure pending the issuance of a 
final order under section 252(b). 

This order shall be reported to the Con- 
gress and shall be published in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 25, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:25 a.m., August 25, 1990] 


Note: The report of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget issued 
August 25 was printed in the “Federal Reg- 
ister” of August 27. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Continuation of United States 
Television Broadcasting to Cuba 


August 27, 1990 


The President signed on Sunday, August 
26, a Presidential determination that the 
tests of TV Marti have demonstrated that 
television broadcasting to Cuba is feasible 
and will not cause objectionable interfer- 
ence with the broadcasts of domestic televi- 
sion licensees. Our international telecom- 
munications commitments have been ob- 
served throughout the test period. 

The President has determined that TV 
Marti broadcasts will continue in a manner 
which is consistent with our international 
obligations. TV Marti is an integral part of 
U.S. policy to provide free access to infor- 
mation for people who are denied that 
right. We regret the Cuban regime’s deci- 
sion to attempt to deny the free flow of 
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information by jamming. But we recall the 
experience of Radio Free Europe and Radio 
Liberty in which the broadcasts were 
jammed for years, yet people were able to 
listen. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, Following a 
Meeting With Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney of Canada 


August 27, 1990 


Meeting in Kennebunkport, ME, and the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


The President. Let me simply say that, 
once again, Prime Minister Mulroney and I 
have had a very good discussion—talked 
about bilateral matters, but also, obviously, 
about the situation regarding Iraq. 

And Canada, a member of the Security 
Council, has been not only in a role of lead- 
ership there but side by side with the 
United States and others. I told the Prime 
Minister that I’m very grateful for Canada’s 
position. As we all know, they’ve contribut- 
ed to this—I believe it’s now 22-nation— 
international force, both on the land and 
Canada’s participation on the sea—ours 
also—as well as land. And so, we’re very 
grateful to them. 

And once again, as I say, we’ve had very 
fruitful discussions. And, Prime Minister, 
welcome back to what, when this was di- 
vined, was to be a purely social event be- 
cause we want to once again welcome 
Brian Mulroney and his wonderful family 
here. But we have some of that, but we also 
have had an opportunity to discuss in-depth 
world events. 

Welcome, sir, and the floor is yours until 
we go to the questions. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
President. We’ve had, and will continue a 
little later on, some excellent discussions, 
both in regard to bilateral problems which 
are in the process of clearing up—some- 
what like the weather, although we have 
some important matters on our plate—but 
also, principally, the matter in Iraq. 
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I, along with all members of the govern- 
ment of Canada and the people of Canada, 
were pleased—very pleased—with the deci- 
sion of the United Nations Security Council 
to provide what I believe is quite unprece- 
dented leadership. Certainly one of the 
most important days of the United Nations 
since its foundation have been the series of 
resolutions in respect of Iraq, where the 
United Nations as one—Security Council— 
dealt effectively and well with a rogue 
leader who sought to annex another nation 
and believed that he could conduct himself 
with impunity, both vis-a-vis his Arab neigh- 
bors and the world. 

And the world turned against him in a 
quite extraordinary manner. And that is to 
the credit of the United Nations and those 
who—pursuant to the lead of the United 
States under President Bush—like-minded 
nations who participated in what we be- 
lieve is a very important initiative to curb 
aggression in the Middle East. 

And so, I’m happy to have this opportuni- 
ty to review some very important matters 
with the President, thank him again for his 
hospitality. And I would be happy to take 
whatever questions come my way. 

The President. Maybe we could set some 
ground rules here. What we did last time 
was to alternate the questions, and if that’s 
agreeable with everybody, as it seems to be, 
why, we'll go ahead. 

You’re the guest. 


Canada’s Military Presence in the Persian 
Gulf 


Q. Prime Minister, if I could start by 
asking you whether there was some discus- 
sion of the conditions under which Canada’s 
military presence in the Middle East might 
be enlarged? 

The Prime Minister. No. We believe that 
our contribution for the moment is ade- 
quate, but as the Minister of Defense has 
indicated in the past, we haven’t ruled out 
or ruled in anything else either. We are 
firmly resolved to resist the aggression and 
to join with our friends and allies in pursuit 
of that objective. But we seek, obviously, a 
peaceful resolution of this; and we’re very 
pleased with the initiatives that may hold 
some promise from the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations [Javier Perez de 
Cuellar de la Guerra]. And the President 


and I have had an opportunity to touch on 
that briefly. 


Expulsion of Iraqi Diplomats From the 
United States 


Q. Mr. President, aren’t you concerned, 
by the action that you took today against 
the Iraqi Embassy, that you’re increasing 
the tension and lessening the possibilities 
for a diplomatic solution and you're also 
possibly giving the Iraqis more of a ration- 
ale to take harsher action against our own 
diplomats and the hostages? 

The President. No, I’m not concerned 
about that at all. This is an action that 
others are taking. Nobody will be held 
against their will. They’re all free to go. In 
essence, we’re kind of keeping some re son- 
able parallelism in terms of numbers. So, I 
don’t think there’s any chance for any mis- 
understanding on that account. 


Diplomatic Solutions 


Q. Can I ask you, just to follow up, Mr. 
President: You said a couple of weeks age 
that you didn’t really see much prospect at 
the time for a diplomatic solution. Has that 
changed? Do you see more hope now? 

The President. Well, I don’t particularly 
see more hope now because it’s so clear 
what the world is demanding of Saddam 
Hussein [President of Iraq]. Clearly the ob- 
jectives remain the same: Get out of Kuwait 
and restore the rightful leaders to their 
place. But the Secretary-General, I under- 
stand, will be meeting with the Foreign 
Minister of Iraq [Tariq ‘Aziz]—I think it’s in 
Amman, Jordan. I haven’t talked to him 
yet. I have a call in to him and will prob- 
ably get him. But the U.N. mandate is so 
clear and, on the other hand, Saddam Hus- 
sein has been so resistant to complying with 
international law that I don’t yet see fruitful 
negotiations. 

But the Secretary-General, knowing the 
U.N. mandate, is a very good man. And I 
might add, parenthetically, the Prime Min- 
ister and I both did talk about this, and we 
both agree that the U.N. has perhaps dem- 
onstrated its finest in recent actions. So, if 
Perez de Cuellar, an old friend of mine, 
wants to go forward and try to find some 
way to get the U.N. action complied with, 
so much the better. 
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Expulsion of Iraqi Diplomats from 
Canada 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, in light of the U.S. 
decision today, would Canada consider simi- 
lar action in expelling Iraqi diplomats or 
nationals from Canada or taking any sort of 
action against them? 

The Prime Minister. We are going to— 
this is a time-honored diplomatic practice, 
and if it applies to Canada, we won’t hesi- 
tate to take remedial action. What you have 
is an abuse of—one of the most fundamen- 
tal privileges of democratic and civilized 
nations is, namely, to be represented in an- 
other’s country without our representatives 
being harassed or intimidated or assaulted. 
Those assaults can take place in many ways, 
and we have to make sure that the funda- 
mental rule of international law is respect- 
ed. So, if there is a requirement for us to do 
so in Canada with our own Ambassadors 
and our own representatives, we will exer- 
cise reciprocity. 


Diplomatic Solutions 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any assur- 
ances or will you seek any assurances from 
Perez de Cuellar not to try to negotiate 


something beyond the U.N. sanctions—cut a 
deal that may undercut the sanctions them- 
selves? 

The President. It’s inconceivable to me 
that the Secretary-General, an experienced 
diplomat, a good leader, would do that. I 
think it would be gratuitous for me to dis- 
cuss that with him. He knows what the 
United Nations has done. He knows how 
unanimous the support has been for resolu- 
tion after resolution. So, it’s inconceivable 
to me that he would not have that message. 
He’s a very sound man. Actually, as Brian 
Mulroney reminded me, he had a very 
useful role, I believe, in between Iran and 
Iraq. But, no, I wouldn’t give any gratuitous 
advice of that nature. It’s so clear; it’s so 
obvious. 

Q. Is there a danger once you go down 
this path of negotiations on one day and 
small peace offerings the next that this 
thing could be dragged out and world re- 
solve will crumble? 

The President. No. I’ve never seen the 
world community so closely aligned against 
this man. Somebody asked me the other 
day at a press conference here—Saddam 
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Hussein said he’d like to talk. We have a 
Chargé there, a very able person. He could 
go talk to him, have his people talk to him. 

So, I’m not saying we’re not going to talk. 
But what, clearly, world opinion is saying 
and what the United Nations has said and 
what is now codified in international law is: 
Out, Saddam Hussein, Iraqi, out of Kuwait, 
and restore the leaders! But you have to 
talk to get there. But that doesn’t mean 
there is to be compromise. Clearly, we 
would oppose any compromise on these 
fundamental principles that have been laid 
down by the United Nations. 


Conflict Between the Mohawks and the 
Canadian Governments 


Q. Aren’t you afraid, sir, there could be a 
bloodbath if the army goes in to take down 
the barricades? 

The Prime Minister. The laws of Canada 
have to apply to all citizens equally. I indi- 
cated yesterday that the Government of 
Canada and the Government of the Prov- 
ince of Quebec had demonstrated what I 
thought was quite exceptional patience. 
And yet, in the end, the laws of a civilized 
nation must apply to us all. There can’t be a 
double standard. They apply to all of us. 


International Opposition to Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, President Gorbachev of 
the Soviet Union called on Arabs today to 
display their ability to consolidate very 
quickly to increase their presence in this 
conflict to avoid actual armed confronta- 
tion. He said it would be necessary for them 
to do that. Do you agree with that? is the 
first question—do you agree that they have 
to interject themselves more forcefully into 
this? 

The President. 1 think the Arab world has 
been responsibly united in opposition to 
Saddam Hussein’s aggression. I did not see 
that particular comment by President Gor- 
bachev; but since you’ve invoked his name, 
let me simply say I’ve been very pleased 
with the way the Soviets, for their part, 
have conducted themselves at the United 
Nations and elsewhere. But I didn’t see 
that, so I can’t comment. But I would 
simply say that I think both the Prime Min- 
ister and I are very pleased that a number 
of Arab countries have joined in the posi- 
tion that we’ve talked about here. And 
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indeed, it’s only a tiny minority that is in 
opposition. 

And so, I keep coming back—it is not as 
Saddam Hussein is trying to make it: the 
Arab world against the United States. It is 
the United States and most of the Arab 
world and Canada and other countries 
against this outrageous aggression. We’ve 
got to keep saying that so there will be no 
erosion, the erosion that Jim [Jim Miklas- 
zewski, NBC News] asked about. But it’s 
true and everyone knows it’s true. 

Q. Have you talked with President Gor- 
bachev or do you plan to, if not? 

The President. 1 haven’t talked to him 
recently. As you know, the Secretary of 
State [James A. Baker III] has been in very 
close contact with [Soviet] Foreign Minister 
Shevardnadze. 


Canadians in Iraq and Kuwait 


Q. Mr. Mulroney, can you say exactly how 
many Canadians are trapped in Iraq and 
Kuwait, and why you won’t call them hos- 
tages, as George Bush does? 

The Prime Minister. Well, I’ve indicated 
that President Bush has information and cir- 
cumstances that quite appropriately allow 
him to describe American citizens held the 
way they are in the manner in which he 
has. There are large numbers of Canadian 
nationals being held; I think the third larg- 
est number of foreigners held in Kuwait 
and in and around Baghdad. And we have 
not yet the kind of information that would 
allow me to apply that word to the Canadi- 
an citizens being detained. Which is not to 
suggest that it couldn’t happen tomorrow, 
and it certainly is not to suggest that it 
shouldn’t have happened at all. 

It’s quite an achievement when a leader 
of a state in 1990 can make himself a pariah 
not only with leaders around the world but 
with his immediate Arab neighbors. That’s 
quite a piece of work to be able to do that 
all in a short period of time. And to provoke 
what is an extraordinary response of leader- 
ship by the United Nations and the allies in 
such a short period of time is in itself an- 
other good piece of work—among the finest 
in the United Nations since its foundation. 


The President’s Schedule 


Q. President Bush, you’ve decided this 
morning to go back to Washington for 2% 


days. Some people consider that some kind 
of concession to the need to be in Washing- 
ton during the crisis. Why shouldn’t they 
think that? 

The President. Think what? 

Q. That the need to go back to Washing- 
ton for 2% days, a need to be in Washing- 
ton—why shouldn’t people believe that’s 
some kind of concession on your part, to be 
in Washington at a time you need to handle 
a crisis instead of here? 

The President. Well, I was in Washing- 
ton—what was it—a week ago—— 

Q. Why are you going back to Washing- 
ton for 24% days? , 

The President. Well, we've got—wait 
until you see the schedule we’ve got back 
there. 

Q. Well, tell us about it. 

The President. A wide array of meetings. 
And they’re all—some of them have noth- 
ing to do with the Iraq situation. We’ve got 
budget discussions that are going to take 
place. I'll be talking about our energy re- 
quirements there. And it just seemed easier 
to accommodate others than rather bring 
all the people with whom I'll be meeting 
up here. So, you'll see as the schedule de- 
velops that it’s, in my view, good; and I 
expect to get back here as soon as possible. 

Q. The stories say that you’re not enjoy- 
ing this vacation. You don’t look like it’s any 
fun. 

The President. Well, Ann [Ann Compton, 
ABC News], that’s not true. Tied into four 
enormous bluefish today, having struck out 
earlier this morning, starting at 5:15 a.m. 
I’ve been able to keep in very close touch, 
and of course, we’ve making a lot of inter- 
national phone calls that you wouldn’t nor- 
mally expect at the time of a vacation. But 
I’ve got a good team, and they’ve been sup- 
portive. A lot of them have been up here. 
And then I’ve been able to conduct interna- 
tional meetings of some importance up 
here. And again, I’m grateful, very grateful, 
that a meeting that was scheduled as pure 
R and R with Prime Minister Mulroney has 
turned out to be extraordinarily substantive. 

So, I see people making these comments, 
but we’re on top of the situation. I think 
the American people understand that. And 
when you see the schedule that works out 
over the next 2% days, I think it will be 
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clear that it is wise to conduct that business 
there. I might have encouraged everyone to 
come here, but it seemed to be better to go 
down there, as we did last week. It’s a mix- 
ture. But have I enjoyed this vacation? A lot 
of things about it I have, yes. 


U.S. Policy in the Persian Gulf Crisis 


Q. Mr. President, how would you de- 
scribe your policy for ousting Saddam Hus- 
sein right now, as of this moment? Would it 
be fair to describe it as wait and see? 

The President. No. My policy is to do ev- 
erything we can, working with other na- 
tions, to enforce the sanctions. We have 
moved forces, considerable forces, and I 
hope that that has safeguarded Saudi 
Arabia, which in my view was clearly 
threatened when Saddam Hussein moved 
his forces south from Kuwait City. So, I 
think it is now get plenty of force in 
place—we’re still doing that. Enforce the 
United Nations sanctions rigorously. And for 
the U.S., we will do that and encourage 
others to do it. And that’s about where we 
are right now. 

Q. You were very effective, sir, in getting 
the U.N. to join in on this sea blockade. Are 
you now considering doing the same thing 
on an air interdiction policy? 

The President. Well, I don’t think there 
have been many examples of this net being 
penetrated, broken through, by air. But we 
have been talking to countries about not 
permitting overflight and tightening up in 
every way all aspects of the economic sanc- 
tions that were called for by the United 
Nations. 


Canada’s Military Presence in the Persian 
Gulf 


Q. Prime Minister, have you discussed, 
the two of you, under what circumstances 
Canada could play a larger role in this? 
And, Mr. President, would you welcome a 
larger Canadian role? 

The Prime Minister. We haven't dis- 
cussed it, but I’ve indicated earlier that 
Canada hasn’t added anything in or added 
it out. We will play it as circumstances de- 
velop. We think that our contribution is ap- 
propriate. As I said when I announced it, 
Canada is not a superpower. But we believe 
that we—along with countries, for example, 
all the way to Australia—have an obligation 
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to stand with our friends and allies and 
resist aggression. And if more is required, 
the Government of Canada will consider 
that and make an appropriate decision. But 
for the moment, we’re pleased with the 
leadership of the United Nations, very 
pleased with the skill of the President of 
the United States and the manner in which 
he has brought about quite a remarkable 
display of solidarity, both from our Europe- 
an partners and around the world. 

I think that the achievement of the Presi- 
dent, if I may say, in respect to the Arab 
world is certainly unprecedented in my 
memory. That this kind of action would be 
contemplated with the results of approval 
coming as strongly as they have from so 
many Arab nations is in itself a remarkable 
achievement of political leadership, and I 
think it’s important to note that. 

The President. Charles and Norm 
[Charles Bierbauer, Cable News Network, 
and Norman Sandler, United Press Interna- 
tional], I’ve recognized both. So, if we can 
do, with your permission, those two; and 
then you take as many as you want. But I 
should do those. Marlin [Marlin Fitzwater, 
Press Secretary to the President] is getting 
a little restless. 

The Prime Minister. And I’m going for a 
swim. 


Agreement Among Multinational Forces 


Q. This is really a question for both of 
you, sir. For all this talk of unanimity, there 
seems to be divergences on tactics. You are 
content to use force. The Soviets say they 
won't use force to stop the blockade. You 
have hostages; Prime Minister Mulroney 
does not have hostages. Mrs. Thatcher 
doesn’t think talking is such a good idea. Is 
there a divergence, and is it potentially un- 
dermining? 

The President. 1 think any nuances of dif- 
ference are so overwhelmed by the 
common ground that they are almost mean- 
ingless, is the way I view it. I mean, I think 
the thing of note is how together everybody 
is, not that there might be nuances of dif- 
ference. 

I don’t know whether you want to—— 

The Prime Minister. Well, I’ve noticed 
the points that you make. If somebody had 
told you 2 years ago that this kind of crisis 
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would emerge and the Soviet Union would 
repudiate Iraq and that the United Nations 
Security Council would stand in unanimous 
support of five resolutions and that you 
would see this kind of support emerge, as I 
say, from Canada to Australia, you would 
have bought him a ticket to the funny farm 
right away. 

This is an historic achievement by the 
United Nations, by members of the alliance, 
and by the President of the United States. 
This is a remarkable achievement. There 
are few parallels for it, certainly, in modern 
history. But there are differences of opin- 
ion. Sure there are. You better believe it; 
they happen all the time. The story is not 
that. It’s that there are so few of them and 
so modest in nature, given the profound 
dimensions of the challenge. There will be 
others ahead of us, and it’s going to require 
this kind of cooperation and consultation to 
make sure that they all mesh together and 
that we try and bring about the end that is 
sought. 

The President. Norm? 


Diplomatic Solutions 


Q. Mr. President, if Saddam Hussein is in 
‘a box, as General Scowcroft [Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs] said 
yesterday, are you willing to give him any 
way out short of unconditional surrender? 
Which is to say, if there are going to be 
negotiations, what’s negotiable here? 

The President. Well, certainly not the 
U.N. position. The position of the interna- 
tional law is not negotiable. I think that’s 
what Prime Minister Thatcher was address- 
ing herself to. I would agree with that. The 
United Nations has spoken—country after 
country supporting the action taken by the 
Security Council. So, there’s no room for 
compromise or negotiation on that point. 
But I don’t think you should ever say you'll 
never talk about anything. But I’m not 
saying that there’s any flexibility, is what 
your question is. And there is no flexibility 
on Iraq getting out of Kuwait and the rulers 
being permitted to come back to Kuwait. 

Q. But is there any flexibility on the 
future composition of the Kuwait Govern- 
ment, which is to say: 

The President. No. 


Q. ——Is the United States firmly com- 
mitted now to restoring the Al Sabah 
family, to keeping that family in power? 

The President. That’s a matter for the Ku- 
waitis to decide. Of course, they should be 
restored. I suppose that you might say that’s 
true of any country—leadership, whether 
it’s the United States or Iraq or Kuwait or 
anyplace else. But there’s no compromise 
on the question of getting legitimate gov- 
ernment back and getting the illegitimate 
invaders out. And so, that’s where we stand. 
And I haven’t heard one single country that 
has been supportive at the outset suggest 
that we should back off from the principle 
so clearly stated, certainly, by the United 
Nations and, hopefully, by the United States 
and Canada and many others. 


White House Briefing on the Persian Gulf 
Crisis 

Q. Mr. President, you’ve been pretty for- 
tunate in that Congress has been on vaca- 
tion all this time. Tomorrow aren’t you 
opening a Pandora’s box by meeting with 
150 of them? 

The President. Is that all that will be 
there, only 150 out of 450, 465, is itP No, 
what is it, 450? Look, the Congress, I think, 
has stayed in close touch. I’m very grateful 
to the leadership for the almost Vandenber- 
gian support for the actions that we have 
taken. Indeed, in this case, differences have 
seemed to end at the water’s edge. And so, 
if this briefing is helpful to them, and I 
hope it will be, so much the better. And I, 
again, might just take this opportunity to 
thank the leaders on both sides of the aisle 
for the support they’ve given us. 

But I don’t think there’s any Pandora’s 
box involved in briefing the Congress. 
They'll have an extensive briefing period, 
because not only will I brief them and tell 
them what’s on my mind but I believe the 
Secretary of Defense [Richard B. Cheney], 
Secretary of State—and, Brent, I don’t 
know if you’re scheduled to brief or not— 
but they’ll have adequate briefing. And it is 
most understandable that they want to 
know what is going on and get up to speed 
on things. Some, indeed, will be going 
there. So, I welcome this, and I don’t worry 
about any Pandora’s box aspect of it at all. 
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You can always dig around and find 
somebody that will want to fine-tune it or 
have some little criticism. But look, the sup- 
port have been overwhelming, and I think 
the American people see that. They know 
that this isn’t a Republican or a Democrat 
policy, but it’s the policy of their country. 
And to the credit of the Members of Con- 
gress, I think they have helped convey that. 


Meeting of the Canadian Parliament 


Q. Prime Minister Mulroney, why do you 
not see any need to recall Parliament, 
facing the situation in Oka and also in the 
Persian Gulf? 

The Prime Minister. Well, I'd indicated 
that I'd be happy to recall Parliament if the 
government were of the view that it would 
be helpful and appropriate. We haven’t ar- 
rived at that view yet, but should that 
change, I'll be happy to call the House 
back. Wouldn’t hesitate at all. 


Conflict Between the Mohawks and the 
Canadian Governments 


Q. Prime Minister, is military interven- 
tion now the sole option of resolving the 
Oka situation? 

The Prime Minister. Pardon me? 

Q. Do you consider further military inter- 
vention as the sole option now to resolve 
the Oka situation? 

The Prime Minister. All I’ve said is that 
we have negotiated now for some 46 or 47 
days, demonstrated, I think, quite remarka- 
ble patience. And we’ve sought a negotiat- 
ed settlement of this. And if the settlement 
is elusive and we are getting these demands 
at the table which can only be construed as 
bizarre, then obviously the law of Canada 
must be applied to all of us and will be 
applied to all of us in exactly the same way. 

Thank you very much. 


The President’s Dogs 


The President. \'d like to just clear up 
one thing. And this is just if the Canadian 
press would drop all notebooks and not 
write this down and consider this off the 
record. This is just for the American press. 

The other day our dog Ranger appeared 
at the press conference, and he was called 
“Millie.” He’s a strong male dog here, as 
you can see, and his feelings were slightly 
hurt. And some decreed that because 
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Ranger looked so frisky that Millie was 
well—calling Ranger “Millie.” So, I’d like to 
clear it up as best I can. Knowing my way 
with the English language, I hope that’s got 
it all clear for you guys. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 3:33 p.m. out- 
side his home. In his remarks, the Prime 
Minister referred to the conflict between 
Mohawk Indians and the Quebec and Ca- 
nadian Governments that began when 
police tried to remove barricades erected by 
the Indians to prevent commercial develop- 
ment of land they considered to be sacred. 
Prime Minister Mulroney and his family 
arrived in Kennebunkport, ME, at noon 
and returned to Canada the following day. 


Proclamation 6173—Citizenship Day 
and Constitution Week, 1990 


August 28, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Well over a century ago, while reflecting 
upon the course of our national journey, 
Daniel Webster observed: “We may be 
tossed upon an ocean where we can see no 
land—nor, perhaps, the sun or stars. But 
there is a chart and a compass for us to 
study, to consult, and to obey. That chart is 
the Constitution.” If we are to remain a 
free, strong, and prosperous nation as we 
navigate ever new and uncharted territory 
in domestic and foreign affairs, every Amer- 
ican must have a thorough understanding of 
our Constitution, its history, and the time- 
less principles it enshrines. 

During the long, hot summer of 1787, the 
55 delegates to the Federal Convention en- 
gaged in fervent study, debate, compro- 
mise, and prayer as they shaped a system of 
government for our fledgling Nation. Rec- 
ognizing the God-given rights and dignity 
of the individual and determined to secure 
the freedom He has envisioned for each of 
us, they carefully crafted our Constitution, 
dedicating this Nation to the ideals of liber- 
ty, justice, and equality and providing for 
the separation of powers that has served us 
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so well. Today, more than 200 years after it 
was written, our Constitution—and the Bill 
of Rights later added to it—is not only a 
shining testament to the wisdom and fore- 
sight of its Framers but also a light of hope 
and inspiration to the world. 

In this 4th year of the Constitution’s bi- 
centennial, we commemorate the establish- 
ment of the Nation’s judicial system. Article 
III of the Constitution defines the powers of 
the judiciary; however, it was the First Con- 
gress under the Constitution that gave it 
form and substance. The Judiciary Act of 
1789 provided for a Supreme Court and 
created the office of the Attorney General. 
It also established a Federal judicial struc- 
ture of 13 district courts and three circuit 
courts and defined their jurisdiction. When 
the Supreme Court met for the first time in 
February 1790, the dual judicial system of 
State and Federal courts was firmly estab- 
lished. Then, as now, State courts conduct- 
ed most of the Nation’s judicial business. 
The Federal courts have the authority to 
decide only those cases that involve the vio- 
lation of Federal law or as otherwise speci- 
fied by the Constitution. 

This Nation’s independent judiciary, dedi- 
cated to upholding the rule of law and the 
rights of individuals, has reaffirmed time 
and again the inestimable value of our Con- 
stitution. Asserting that no person shall be 
“deprived of life, liberty, or property, with- 
out due process of law” and guaranteeing 
every American “equal protection of the 
laws,” the Constitution has remained a pow- 
erful governing tool and an effective instru- 
ment of justice to this day. The great Amer- 
ican jurist, John Marshall Harlan, under- 
scored the significance of its guarantees of 
equal justice under the law when he wrote: 
“Our Constitution is color-blind, and nei- 
ther knows nor tolerates classes among citi- 
zens. In respect of civil rights, all citizens 
are equal before the law. The humblest is 
the peer of the most powerful.” 

This week, we celebrate our Constitution 
and its promise of liberty, equality, and jus- 
tice for all. In times of doubt and decision, 
generations of American leaders have 
looked to this great document for guidance; 
generations of patriots have labored and 
sacrificed to defend the principles it sets 
forth. If we are to keep faith with them, if 
we are to continue to enjoy the blessings of 


freedom and self-government, each of us 
must understand our rights and responsibil- 
ities as citizens. 

Each of us has not only the right but also 
the obligation to become educated and in- 
formed; to vote; and to participate at all 
levels of government. However, as Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt well knew, there 
is more to responsible citizenship. “The 
good citizen,” he once observed, “is the 
man who, whatever his wealth or poverty, 
strives manfully to do his duty to himself, to 
his family, to his neighbor, [and] to the 
State; who is incapable of the baseness 
which manifests itself either in arrogance or 
in envy, but who while demanding justice 
for himself is no less scrupulous to do justice 
to others.” Responsible citizenship begins 
with being a loving and responsible parent, 
an eager and attentive student, and a just 
and caring neighbor. 

As citizens of the United States, we are 
not just the beneficiaries of our Founding 
Fathers’ great experiment in self-govern- 
ment—we are also its custodians. Thus, as 
we observe Citizenship Day and Constitu- 
tion Week, we do well to reflect upon our 
Constitution and its history, as well as our 
role in upholding the vision of freedom and 
justice it enshrines. 

The Congress, by joint resolution of Feb- 
ruary 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated 
September 17 as “Citizenship Day” in com- 
memoration of the signing of the Constitu- 
tion and in recognition of all who, by birth 
or by naturalization, have attained the 
status of citizenship, and authorized the 
President to issue annually a proclamation 
calling upon officials of the government to 
display the flag on all government buildings 
on that day. Also, by joint resolution of 
August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159), the Con- 
gress designated the week beginning Sep- 
tember 17 and ending September 23 of 
each year as “Constitution Week” in recog- 
nition of the historic importance of the 
Constitution and the significant role it plays 
in our lives today. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim September 17, 1990, as 
Citizenship Day, and call upon appropriate 
government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all government build- 
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ings. I urge Federal, State, and local offi- 
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and 
educational organizations, to conduct cere- 
monies and programs to commemorate the 
occasion. 

Furthermore, I proclaim the week begin- 
ning September 17 and ending September 
23, 1990, as Constitution Week, and I urge 
all Americans to observe that week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of August, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:39 p.m., August 28, 1990] 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
Members of Congress on the Persian 
Gulf Crisis 


August 28, 1990 


Let me just start off by thanking all of the 
Members of Congress who were able to get 
back here to discuss this situation of deep 
concern to every American. What we will 
do is, I'll make a few remarks here and 
then we'll go into executive session. And I 
will be glad to respond to your questions as 
best I can, backed up ably by the team 
that’s here with me. 

But meeting the challenge in the Persian 
Gulf is not something that I or this adminis- 
tration can do by ourselves. We can only 
succeed if all of us—executive and legisla- 
tive, Republican and Democrats—work to- 
gether. And that was one of the reasons I 
wanted you to come here today. Let no one 
at home doubt my commitment to work 
with the Congress, and let no one abroad 
doubt our national unity or our staying 
power. 

Let me begin by providing some back- 
ground to the unfolding drama in the Gulf; 
and then later, I want to hear from you 
and, as I say, respond to questions. 

First, the background. When this adminis- 
tration began, we sought to strengthen the 
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cease-fire between Iran and Iraq and to im- 
prove relations with Iraq. We held no illu- 
sions about that. We hoped, along with 
many in the Congress, that Iraqi behavior 
might be moderated. But even before the 
current crisis, though, Iraq was moving at 
odds to our interests and to the interests of 
many around the world. So, we suspended 
the provisions of the CCC [Commodity 
Credit Corporation] agricultural credits, 
stopped the export of furnaces that had the 
potential to contribute to Iraq’s nuclear ca- 
pabilities. 

You all know the events of the last sever- 
al weeks. Iraq threatened Kuwait, lied 
about its intentions, and finally invaded. In 
3 days, Iraq had 120,000 troops and 850 
tanks in Kuwait, moving south toward the 
Saudi border. And it was this clear and rap- 
idly escalating threat that led King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia to ask for our assistance. We 
knew that an Iraq that had the most power- 
ful military machine in the Gulf and con- 
trolled 20 percent of the world’s proven 
reserves of oil would pose a threat to the 
Persian Gulf, to the Middle East, and to the 
entire world. We responded to this quickly, 
without hesitation. Our objectives were ob- 
vious from the start: the immediate, com- 
plete, and unconditional withdrawal of all 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait; the restoration of 
Kuwait’s legitimate government; security 
and stability of Saudi Arabia and the Per- 
sian Gulf; and the protection of American 
citizens abroad. 

Our actions to achieve these objectives 
have been equally clear. Within hours of 
the assault, the United States moved to 
freeze Iraq’s assets in this country and to 
protect those of Kuwait. I asked Dick 
Cheney, Secretary [of Defense] Cheney, to 
go to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Morocco to 
arrange for military cooperation between us 
and key Arab States. And I asked Jim Baker, 
Secretary [of State] Baker, to go to Turkey 
and to Brussels to rally the support of our 
NATO allies. Both of these missions were 
extraordinarily successful. The world re- 
sponse to Iraq was a near unanimous chorus 
of condemnation. 

With great speed, the United Nations Se- 
curity Council passed five resolutions. These 
resolutions condemned Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, demanded Iraq’s immediate and 
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unconditional withdrawal, and_ rejected 
Iraq’s annexation of Kuwait. The U.N. has 
also mandated sanctions against Iraq, those 
chapter VII sanctions, and endorsed all 
measures that may be necessary to enforce 
these sanctions. And the United Nations has 
demanded that Iraq release all foreign na- 
tionals being held against their will without 
delay. 

The United Nations sanctions are in effect 
and have been working remarkably well, 
even on a voluntary basis. Iraqi oil no 
longer flows through pipelines to ports in 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia. And again, I want 
to thank both the Saudis and the Turks for 
their lead role in all of this. And today re- 
ports indicate that traffic through Aqaba 
has come virtually to a halt. 

U.S. military forces stand shoulder to 
shoulder with forces of many Arab and Eu- 
ropean States to deter and, if need be, 
defend Saudi Arabia against attack. And 
U.S. naval forces sail with the navies of 
many other states to make the sanctions as 
watertight as possible. This is not, as 
Saddam Hussein [President of Iraq] claims, 
the United States against Iraq. It is truly 
Iraq against the majority in the Arab world, 
Iraq against the rest of the world. 

And so, the basic elements of our strategy 
are now in place. And where do we want to 
go? Well, our intention, and indeed the in- 
tention of almost every country in the 
world, is to persuade Iraq to withdraw, that 
it cannot benefit from this illegal occupa- 
tion, that it will pay a stiff price by trying to 
hold on and an even stiffer price by widen- 
ing the conflict. And of course, we seek to 
achieve these goals without further vio- 
lence. The United States supports the U.N. 
Secretary-General [Javier Perez de Cuellar 
de la Guerra] and other leaders working to 
promote a peaceful resolution of this crisis 
on the basis of Security Council Resolution 
660. 

I also remain deeply concerned about the 
American and other foreign nationals held 
hostage by Iraq. As I’ve said before, when it 
comes to the safety and well-being of Amer- 
ican citizens held against their will, I will 
hold Baghdad responsible. 

That’s the general comments I wanted to 
make for public consumption. And then I’d 
now like to suggest that we all remain, if 
we could, and excuse our friends from the 


press and go into executive session here so I 
can just make one or two more comments 
and then respond to the questions that may 
come to me or any of the others here. But 
thank you all very much for attending. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. Prior to the briefing, he met in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House with 
congressional leaders to discuss the Persian 
Gulf crisis. 


Radio Address to United States Armed 
Forces Stationed in the Persian Gulf 
Region 

August 29, 1990 


Of the many duties and responsibilities 
I’ve worked to fulfill as President, there can 
be no greater honor than to offer a few 
words to the brave men and women serv- 
ing in our Armed Forces, especially now, to 
those who stand ready to repel aggression 
in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf region, be- 
cause you represent America’s best, and the 
world’s best hope for peace. 

Last week I reminded the American 
people that this nation stands where she has 
always stood: against aggression. And today, 
with a tradition of two centuries behind 
you, you stand on the front line against ag- 
gression and _ international lawlessness. 
We’ve never sought conflict, nor do we 
hope to chart a course for other nations. 
But at the hands of injustice, in the face of 
aggression, ours is a once-reluctant fist now 
clenched resolutely. 

To preserve the peace, America will 
always stand for what’s right. To preserve 
her commitments, America will always 
stand by her friends. Together with allies, 
old and new, we’ve seen a nearly unani- 
mous condemnation of Iraq’s injustices in 
the Persian Gulf region; and we’ve been a 
part of a remarkable international commit- 
ment to peace and the rule of law. 

And from the beginning we’ve been 
guided by four straightforward principles. 
One, we seek the unconditional and com- 
plete withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. Two, that nation’s legitimate gov- 
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ernment must be restored. Three, we are 
committed to the security and stability of 
the Persian Gulf. And four, we are deter- 
mined to protect the lives of American citi- 
zens abroad. Those are the principles that 
drive us. But it’s your presence, your skills, 
your talents, your judgment that bring 
America’s principles to life and give them 
strength and meaning. 

You’re now in the middle of one of the 
toughest military missions in modern 
memory, enduring the long, hot days of the 
Gulf region’s cruelest month. As one young 
soldier in the 82d Airborne Division put it, 
“You never get climatized; you just learn to 
tolerate it.” Well, as tough as it is, know 
this: Thanks to you, nobody’s feeling the 
heat more than the government in Bagh- 
dad. 

And while all of you should know that 
what you’re doing is just, a few of you have 
already gotten a glimpse of the gratitude of 
the Kuwaiti people. Like one lieutenant 
colonel in the AWACS control center in 
Saudi Arabia who was approached by a Ku- 
waiti refugee in the lobby. The man spoke 
almost no English, but he handed the colo- 
nel a note for their commanding officer, a 
note that included the letter I and a heart 
and U.S.A. 

So, to the sailors who have kissed their 
wives or husbands goodbye for now, to the 
soldiers and marines protecting peace in 
the desert heat, to the flyers in the air, to 
the reservists committed and ready, to the 
men behind the guns: Stand strong. Our 
troops around the world are providing the 
kind of strength and security that makes 
this mission possible. And with the support 
of friends and family and the admiration of 
this great nation, you’re proving you'll do 
what it takes at any hour, anywhere, to con- 
tain aggression and keep freedom’s light 
alive. 

We have an important advantage in the 
Persian Gulf, because in the air, at sea, and 
on land, soldiers of peace will always be 
more than a match for a tyrant bent on 
aggression. With your strength, we have the 
will; together with our allies, we will find 
the way to peace. 

May God bless you and bring you home 
safely and soon. 
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Note: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Popadiuk on Consultations on the 
Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 29, 1990 


General Scowcroft met recently with a 
former official of a previous administration 
in which that official relayed ideas concern- 
ing the Persian Gulf situation. The adminis- 
tration has received many such proposals 
and ideas, as it does at any time during a 
crisis, from various individuals. There was 
nothing in this particular proposal that mer- 
ited its pursuit. As is customary, at the time 
of this particular message, General Scow- 
croft informed Secretary Baker of the sug- 
gestions he had received. 


Note: The statement referred to Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for Nation- 
al Security Affairs, and Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the Chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Reporting on the 
Cyprus Conflict 


August 30, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

In accordance with Public Law 95-384 
(92 Stat. 739; 22 U.S.C. 2373(c)), I am sub- 
mitting to you this bimonthly report on 
progress toward a negotiated settlement of 
the Cyprus question. 

This report covers the period from mid- 
May through July 1990, a time in which 
American efforts with respect to Cyprus 
were concentrated on finding a means to 
restart the U.N.-sponsored intercommunal 
negotiations. These negotiations had come 
to an abrupt and unsatisfactory end in early 
March. 

I discussed the Cyprus issue personally 
with President Gorbachev during the U.S.- 
Soviet summit at the end of May, and we 
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both agreed to do whatever we could to 
support the efforts of the United Nations 
Secretary General. Then on June 4 and 6, 
respectively, Secretary Baker and I reaf- 
firmed directly to Greek Prime Minister 
Mitsotakis during his visit in Washington 
the United States strong interest in progress 
toward a Cyprus settlement. While we ex- 
pressed our willingness to discuss ideas 
about Cyprus with all interested parties, we 
emphasized as well that a Cyprus solution 
could not be provided by the United States 
but had to be reached through direct nego- 
tiations between the two Cyprus communi- 
ties in the context of U.N.-sponsored talks. 

In late May and early June the U.S. Spe- 
cial Coordinator for Cyprus, Ambassador 
Nelson Ledsky, visited Athens, Ankara, and 
Nicosia. During his trip he met with the 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of 
Greece, the Foreign Minister of Turkey, 
and President George Vassiliou and Mr. 
Rauf Denktash in Cyprus. In all his discus- 
sions Ambassador Ledsky emphasized the 
importance of resuming intercommunal ne- 
gotiations in accordance with U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 649 of March 12, 1990. 
He also stressed the need for confidence- 
building measures as a means of creating 
trust between the two communities and, in 
turn, enhancing prospects for a durable po- 
litical settlement. He urged leaders of both 
communities to take the initiative in pro- 
posing confidence-building measures of this 


type. 

On May 31, the United Nations Secretary 
General reported to the Security Council 
on U.N. operations in Cyprus for the period 
December 1, 1989-May 31, 1990 (report at- 
tached). 

The report concluded that the continued 
presence of the U.N. Forces in Cyprus (UN- 
FICYP) “remains indispensable to achieve 
the objectives set by the Security Council,” 
and recommended extension of the UNFI- 
CYP mandate for a further 6-month period. 
The Secretary General also underlined that 
UNFICYP faced “a chronic and ever-deep- 
ening financial crisis, which imposes an in- 
ordinately heavy burden on the countries 
contributing troops to the force.” 

In mid-June, both President Vassiliou and 
Mr. Denktash provided assurances to repre- 
sentatives of the Secretary General that 
they endorsed all the provisions of U.N. Se- 


curity Council Resolution 649. This was of 
particular significance, given the Resolu- 
tion’s call “to co-operate, on an equal foot- 
ing, with the Secretary General in complet- 
ing, in the first instance and on an urgent 
basis, an outline of an overall agreement 
. . . [and] to refrain from any action that 
could aggravate the situation.” On June 22, 
Mr. Denktash reaffirmed publicly Turkish 
Cypriot acceptance of “all aspects” of Reso- 
lution 649 and pledged that “the Turkish 
Cypriots are ready to cooperate with the 
Secretary General. . . with the aim of com- 
pleting the basic lines of a comprehensive 
solution.” 

Progress toward reconvening U.N.-spon- 
sored intercommunal talks was interrupted 
by two developments in July. Each in its 
own way was viewed by one community or 
the other as cause for concern, and as a step 
that soured the atmosphere for productive 
negotiations. 

First, on July 4, the Government of 
Cyprus submitted an application for mem- 
bership in the European Community (EC). 
The mere filing of the document angered 
the Government of Turkey and the Turkish 
Cypriot community. Both viewed the appli- 
cation as a unilateral effort on the part of 
the Cyprus Government to arrange the is- 
land’s political and economic future without 
consulting directly the Turkish Cypriot 
community. 

Second, in mid-July the Turkish army 
completed a transfer of responsibility for 
the security of the fenced, uninhabited area 
of the city of Varosha to Turkish Cypriot 
security forces. This area had been under 
the control of the Turkish army since 1974. 
The Government of Cyprus feared that this 
action could constitute a first step in the 
eventual movement of Turkish and Turkish 
Cypriot settlers into Varosha. The United 
States expressed its concerns on this matter 
directly to the Government of Turkey. 

As required by U.N. Security Council Res- 
olution 649, the U.N. Secretary General 
submitted to the Security Council on July 
12 a further report on his mission of good 
offices (report attached). The report re- 
ferred to “a general deterioration” of the 
atmosphere and went on to urge both sides 
to show moderation and compromise. The 
report then outlined “a plan of action” that 
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would begin with separate discussions in Ni- 
cosia—designed to begin preparation of an 
outline for a Cyprus settlement—between 
U.N. authorities and each of the two Cypri- 
ot communities. The Secretary General en- 
visioned that as work progressed on this 
outline it would be possible late this year to 
call for a meeting between him and the two 
community leaders. 

On July 19 the U.N. Security Council, re- 
sponding to the U.N. Secretary General’s 
report of July 12 unanimously adopted a 
statement that was read by the President of 
the Security Council, as follows: 

“The members of the Security Council 
have considered the Secretary General’s 
report on his mission of good offices in 
Cyprus (S/21393). They are unanimous in 
giving their full support to the Secretary 
General’s current effort to assist the two 
communities to reach a just and lasting so- 
lution. They agree with his assessment of 
recent developments, share his concern 
about the lack of progress, and endorse his 
plan of action. 

“The members of the Council reaffirm 
their Resolution 649 (1990) of 12 March, 
1990 which was accepted by both sides, and 
reiterate the importance they attach to an 
early negotiated settlement of the Cyprus 
Problem. 

“The members of the Council call on the 
leaders of the two communities to cooper- 
ate fully with the Secretary General on the 
basis of his plan of action and to arrive, on 
an urgent basis, at an agreed outline of an 
overall agreement. In line with Resolution 
649 (1990), they request the Secretary Gen- 
eral to make suggestions as necessary, to 
assist the two communities in arriving at an 
agreed outline. 

“The members of the Council again call 
on the parties concerned to refrain, espe- 
cially at this sensitive stage in the process, 
from any action or statement that could ag- 
gravate the situation. They express their 
concern over any action which contravenes 
paragraph 5 of UNSC Res 550 (1984) and 
paragraph 5 of UNSC Res 649 (1990). They 
call upon both communities to concentrate 
their efforts on promoting mutual confi- 
dence and reconciliation. 

“The members of the Council request the 
Secretary General to inform the Council by 
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31 October, 1990 about the implementation 
of his plan of action.” 
Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives, and Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


The President’s News Conference on 
the Persian Gulf Crisis 


August 30, 1990 


Financial Support for Multinational 
Efforts 


The President. 1 have a brief statement, 
and then I'll be glad to take some questions. 

The United States is engaged in a collec- 
tive effort, involving the overwhelming ma- 
jority of the member states of the United 
Nations, to reverse the consequences of 
Iraqi aggression. Our goals, enshrined in 
five Security Council resolutions, are clear: 
the immediate and unconditional withdraw- 
al of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, the restora- 
tion of Kuwait’s legitimate government, the 
stability of Saudi Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf, and the protection of American citi- 
zens. 

What is at stake here is truly significant: 
the dependability of America’s commit- 
ments to its friends and allies, the shape of 
the post-postwar world, opposition to ag- 
gression, the potential domination of the 
energy resources that are crucial to the 
entire world. This effort has been truly 
international from the very outset. Many 
other countries are contributing. At last 
count, 22 countries have either responded 
to a request from Saudi Arabia to help 
deter further aggression or are contributing 
maritime forces pursuant to United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 665. Still others 
are providing other forms of financial and 
material support to these defense efforts or 
to countries whose economies are affected 
adversely by sanctions or by higher oil 
prices. Still others are paying a heavy eco- 
nomic price at home for complying with 
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the United Nations sanctions. It is important 
that the considerable burden of the effort 
be shared by those being defended and 
those who benefit from the free flow of oil. 
Indeed, anyone with a stake in international 
order has an interest in ensuring that all of 
us succeed. 

The United States has large interests in 
the balance and has undertaken commit- 
ments commensurate with them. We’re 
more than willing to bear our fair share of 
the burden. This includes, above all, the 
thousands of men and women in our armed 
forces who are now in the Gulf. But we also 
expect others to bear their fair share. 

A number of countries already have an- 
nounced their willingness to help those ad- 
versely affected economically by this en- 
deavor. It’s essential, though, that this be a 
concerted and coordinated one and that all 
affected countries participate. It is impor- 
tant to get the priorities right and make 
sure that those most deserving of assistance 
receive it and that those most able to con- 
tribute do so. 

For that reason, I directed an interagency 
effort to develop a strategy to accomplish 
this objective. The group’s report was pre- 
sented at yesterday’s National Security 
Council meeting here, and this morning I 
approved an action plan. Our approach calls 
for substantial economic assistance to those 
states—in particular I’d single out Turkey 
and Egypt—who are bearing a great part of 
the burden of sanctions and higher oil 
prices. The plan also targets additional 
countries, including Jordan, the countries of 
Eastern Europe, and others, for special as- 
sistance.. The United States will also seek 
burden-sharing for part of our own effort. 

At the same time, we will be asking other 
governments, including Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, free Kuwait, 
and others, to join us in making available 
financial and, where appropriate, energy re- 
sources to countries that have been most 
affected by the current situation. To facili- 
tate this undertaking, I’ve asked Secretary 
of State Jim Baker and Secretary of the 
Treasury Nick Brady to lead high-level del- 
egations to the Persian Gulf, Europe, and 
Asia. And Ill be getting directly in touch 
with the leaders of these countries before 


Secretaries Baker and Brady arrive to spell 
out our general objectives. 


Let me close by repeating what I said the 
other day in meeting with the congressional 
leaders. The basic pieces of our policy are 
in place. The Iraqi regime stands in opposi- 
tion to the entire world and to the interest 
of the Iraqi people. It is truly Iraq against 
the world. But I want to make this point 
clear: We have no argument with the 
people of Iraq. 


The sanctions are beginning to take hold. 
In the meantime, we want to ensure that 
countries contributing to this unprecedent- 
ed collective response do not suffer for 
doing so. And what I’ve announced today 
and what I expect will be implemented in 
the coming days should help create a con- 
text in which sanctions against Iraq can be 
sustained with the intended effect. 


Another area where there has been un- 
precedented international solidarity is 
OPEC’s [Organization of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries] willingness to take up the 
slack in oil production created by the em- 
bargo on Iraqi and Kuwait’s oil. In this con- 
nection, I met this morning with our 
energy advisers, who are watching the oil 
production situation very, very closely. And 
we are pleased with OPEC’s decision to 
help take up the slack in crude oil produc- 
tion. 


And although we’re in what I would see 
as a transition period, the situation appears 
manageable. At the present time, we don’t 
anticipate major imbalances in the oil 
market, but we do have the strategic petro- 
leum reserve tested and available if it is 
truly needed. Our energy policy is resulting 
in increased oil production and fuel switch- 
ing to natural gas and to other fuels. 


I also repeat my previous request for 
Americans to conserve and for all parties to 
act responsibly. Right now the situation, I 
would say, is relatively stable, and I am 
very pleased by the coordination that is 
taking place with so many countries in 
maintaining adequate fuel levels. 

And now I would be glad to take some 
questions. Who's first? Terry [Terence 
Hunt, Associated Press]? 
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U.S. Policy and Foreign Nationals in Iraq 
and Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, Saddam Hussein [Presi- 
dent of Iraq] has rejected demands that he 
pull his troops out of Kuwait, and he’s hold- 
ing several thousand foreigners hostage to 
keep the world at bay. You say you don’t 
see much chance for diplomacy to work. 
How long can the West allow this impasse 
to go on? And would you take any action 
that might endanger the lives of those hos- 
tages? 

The President. It will go on as long as it 
takes to have these United Nations sanc- 
tions fully implemented. And I’m glad that 
these diplomatic efforts are taking place. 
Perhaps one will hit pay dirt. But as of now, 
I must say I’m not optimistic because the 
man keeps reiterating terms that simply fly 
in the face of the United Nations action. 

And on the second question, look, I feel 
very concerned about Americans that are 
held against their will. But we cannot 
permit hostage-taking to shape the foreign 
policy of this country, and I won’t permit it 
to do that. 

Q. Sir, does that mean that their lives 
would be expendable if you judge in the 
national interest: 

The President. That’s too hypothetical a 
question. It means I will not change the 
policy of the United States, and I don’t 
think other leaders whose foreign nationals 
are in the same predicament will change 
their policies, to pay homage or to give 
credibility to this brutal move of staking out 
citizens and ‘a brutal move of holding 
people against their will. 

Q. Mr. President, there are reports that 
there’s a split in your administration—some 
who want to expand the goals to include 
the eventual ouster of Saddam. And also, 
there are many, many suggestions for a 
Middle East conference that would include 
in what you would call the post-postwar 
shape of the world, the perennial problems 
- a Middle East. What do you think on 

th 

The President. Well, I think on the 
second part of the question that we ought 
to get on with the business at hand, the 
shorter run business, which is the solution 
to this question: the making right the situa- 
tion in Kuwait, meaning the pulling out of 
forces, obviously, and the restoration of the 
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rulers. As I look at the countries that are 
chipping in here now, I think we do have a 
chance at a new world order, and I'd like to 
think that out of this dreary performance 
by Saddam Hussein there could be now an 
opportunity for peace all through the 
Middle East. But we have to be sure that 
what’s been undertaken so far is successful 
before we can move to that other agenda, it 
seems to me. 

Q. Well, would you support then a con- 
ference afterwards? I mean, this may he 
premature, but the question is: Are you 
shooting for that? 

The President. 1 haven’t—that’s not an 
objective, a conference. Peace through the 
Middle East is an objective. And as you 
know, we have never ruled out a confer- 
ence of any nature. In fact, it was part of 
our diplomacy just several years ago. But I 
don’t want to get out ahead of where we 
are right now on this. The question right 
now is: What do we do to get Saddam Hus- 
sein to comply with international law? 

I left out—you had another part of it. 

Q. And you want to get him out of his 
job? You want to get him out of —— 

The President. Well, it wouldn’t disap- 
point me if the Iraqis got up and said, Look, 
this man is our problem. I’ve said right here 
the problem is not with the people in 
Iraq—simply isn’t. But I’ve spelled out our 
objectives here, and I’ve stopped short of 
adding to them what—the answer that you 
were seeking from me on the President—— 

Q. Mr. President, some have expressed 
the fear that Saddam Hussein might seek to 
inflame the Arab world against the United 
States by drawing Israel into the conflict 
here, perhaps by a strike against Jordan. 
Can you tell us if you’re prepared for such a 
contingency, and if so, how? 

The President. Well, that’s, again, hypo- 
thetical. I can’t predict what he’s going to 
do. But I can tell you that we are continu- 
ing to implement our forces and we are 
continuing to take all the diplomatic moves 
that are necessary to prepare for any even- 
tuality. 


Jordan’s Role in U.N. Embargo 


Q. Let me just follow up by asking a 
question about Jordan’s participation in the 
U.N. sanctions. There are numerous reports 
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coming out of the East, some quoting Israeli 
intelligence, to the effect that Jordan is a 
highway, really, for supplies still reaching 
Iraq. Are you aware of those reports, and 
what do you—— 

The President. I'm aware of some. But, 
Brit [Brit Hume, ABC News], it is my view, 
based on what I’ve seen most recently, that 
commerce has come down to a bit of a 
trickle there. There are reports of enor- 
mous numbers of trucks being laid up with 
no goods to transport. So, I don’t know how 
effective it is right now. I do know that 
King Hussein [of Jordan] told me, looking 
me right in the eye, that they were going to 
compiy with the sanctions. But I’ve seen 
reports that indicate there’s some leakage 
there, but I just can’t give you the quantity. 
I just don’t know. 

It’s my feeling that commerce through 
Aqaba, the port of Aqaba, and, indeed, 
through Jordan going to Iraq and vice-versa 
has slowed down. Regrettably, there’s a lot 
of refugee traffic, and I think that’s hurting 
the Saddam Hussein image because people 
see the humblest being brutalized the most. 
And they see a lot of refugees out there, 
and I think that’s sending not a very good 
signal as far as he’s concerned. 


President’s Vacation 


Q. Sir, you’re going to return to Kenne- 
bunkport this afternoon. May I ask how 
bothered you may have been by the opin- 
ion of many Americans, many of whom 
think you’re doing a great job in this crisis, 
who nonetheless are bothered by you going 
out and fishing and golfing while in com- 
mand of the troops in the Gulf? 

The President. No, I’m not bothered by 
it. I’ve expressed myself on that. If I were 
bothered, I wouldn’t be going back there 
for the Labor Day weekend with my family. 
And I think the American people are sup- 
porting strongly what I’m doing. And I 
would repeat: I am in very close touch, 
done a lot of the diplomatic work that has 
gone into this project from my house there, 
received a couple of foreign visitors there, 
have had many briefings there. And I think 
the American people are fundamentally 
fair, and I think they see that. So, I’m not 
troubled by it. If I were, I expect I wouldn’t 
be going back again. 


Q. Marlin Fitzwater [Press Secretary to 
the President], at one point, said that you 
were pretty adamant or stubborn about it, 
saying to him at one point that you needed 
the rest. [Laughter] Is that what it boiled 
down to? [Laughter] 

Mr. Fitzwater. 
[Laughter] 

The President. I need to rest, and I 
haven’t gotten as much as I’d like. But I 
wouldn’t call it adamant or stubborn be- 
cause I refuse to—— 

Mr. Fitzwater. Neither would I. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. He better not. have, either. 
[Laughter] Marlin’s going through kind of a 
downer, though, because the Iraqi spokes- 
man has the matching tie and hankie, you 
know, so he’s been a littlhe—{laughter}—— 

Q. You were about to answer the ques- 
tion about the rest. 

The President. No, I think I do. I’m get- 
ting some—not as much as I'd like. But it’s 
been very pleasant there, and yet I’ve man- 
aged to accomplish my objectives in terms 
of work, too. 


I beg your pardon. 


Financial Support for Multinational 
Efforts 


Q. Mr. President, on the question of 
burden-sharing, since you’re sending your 
envoys out, it sounds like you have not 
gotten the voluntary contributions you 
might have liked to have gotten. Can you 
give us a sense of how much your're looking 
for and where you expect to find it? 

The President. No, I don’t think it’s a 
question of doing this because we haven’t 
gotten what we think is fair for other coun- 
tries and for burden-sharing generally. 

What we’re talking about here, Charles 
[Charles Bierbauer, Cable News Network], 
is a consulting and coordinating effort, and 
we've had strong indications of support. But 
now we’re moving up a little bit and trying 
to take the lead here—leadership in helping 
sort out who should help whom. Somebody 
has to do that. And we’ve made a signifi- 
cant commitment in various ways. And so, 
it seemed appropriate that we take the lead 
in working with our friends and allies. 

But look, Prime Minister Kaifu [of Japan] 
called me last night—no, he didn’t need a 
mission for this—and made a significant 
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contribution and then pledged to do more 
in terms of support for other countries. 
Now, that is very good, and that was volun- 
tary. But it needs to be coordinated. Some- 
body needs to take the lead on saying: 
Look, we don’t put all the money to this 
one country. Several countries are involved 
here, and let’s see that these generous re- 
sponses are fairly allocated. 

Q. If I could follow up: There have been 
concerns expressed about the Japanese not 
making any military contribution. They 
could send minesweepers or something like 
that. Is money not enough in the Japanese 
case? And what has happened to your good 
friend Helmut Kohl [Chancellor of the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany], who seems ex- 
traordinarily silent? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t say money is 
not enough. I’m fully aware of the con- 
straints on the Japanese, and I’ve not 
pressed him to go beyond what his Consti- 
tution provides. Helmut Kohl—I think 


they'll be very responsive. And part of what 
we're talking about here is to follow up on 
comments like the ones Helmut Kohl made 
to me about: We want to be a part of this. 
We want to help. So, I have no argument 


with the Germans at all. 
Kuwaiti Resistance 


Q. Is the United States doing anything to 
help the Kuwaiti underground, the Kuwaiti 
rebels, in training, supplies—-anything? 

The President. One, I wouldn’t comment 
on it. Two, but in a broad way, I support 
the Kuwaiti underground. I support any- 
body that can add a hand in restoring legiti- 
macy there to Kuwait and to getting the 
Iraqis out of Kuwait. 

Q. How do you justify it legally under the 
U.N. resolution—for any support activity for 
the underground? 

The President. \'m just encouraging 
people who are patriots and feel that their 
country has been pillaged and aggressed 
against. 

Q. Would you draw the line at sending 
the Green Berets or some sort of American 
military force in cross-border raids? And do 
you 

The President. That’s too hypothetical. 
I've given you the principle. If there were 
some quiet support, which I wouldn’t ever 
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confiri.. or deny—we never comment on 
those matters—I would simply leave it out 
there. But you say, Well, am I supportive 
of—I think what you said was resistance. 
And I’d be supportive of anybody that 
wants to try to fulfill the statements that 
the world has made through the United Na- 
tions. 

Q. You didn’t rule out cross-border raids 
by American military personnel either. 

The President. Well, if they’re going to 
happen—let me be clear on this—if it were 
going to happen, I wouldn’t comment on it. 
It would be the dumbest thing I could pos- 
sibly do, in my view, to tip your hat. But I 
have no plans for that right now. 


Multinational Efforts 


Q. Mr. President, a related question about 
this. There are some Iraqi opposition groups 
in London and elsewhere, and the Kurds, 
and they have all said in recent weeks 
they’ve heard nothing from your adminis- 
tration. If anything, they’ve been encour- 
aged just to—that the United States only 
wants covert contacts with them. Why not, 
if, as you say, you want the Iraqi people to 
rise up, why has this administration not 
done anything with the opposition groups? 

The President. We've got a plan, and the 
plan is to work diplomatically, and the plan 
is to put on the ground a significant military 
force. And if these comments I made today 
about anybody who wants to help the 
United Nations and those of us who want to 
see Iraq out of Kuwait succeed, so much 
the better. 

Q. If I could just follow up: You said also 
today, you don’t want to hurt the Iraqi 
people. But isn’t this embargo and these 
sanctions only hurting them and hurting 
them first before they hurt Saddam? 

The President. There’s nothing that’s 
painless, David [David Hoffman, Washing- 
ton Post], when you get into a situation like 
this and when you have a leader that could 
brutalize his own people. There’s nothing 
that’s painless in all of this. 


Diplomatic Solutions 


Q. On the question of negotiations, Mr. 
President, are all channels still open? Spe- 
cifically, have there been any back-channel 
contact or proposals to White House offi- 
cials that are worth pursuing? 
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The President. None that I know of. 

Q. If I could follow on that, sir: Saddam 
Hussein has suggested that you and he and 
Margaret Thatcher [Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom] go on TV to debate this. 
What do you say to that? 

The President. | say he can put an empty 
chair there as far as I’m concerned. [Laugh- 
ter] 


Troop Morale 


Q. Mr. President, in your peptalk to the 
armed services yesterday, you mentioned 
the difficulty of the mission, citing the 
weather. Isn’t boredom even a bigger factor 
as weeks slip into months over in the 
desert? 

The President. Well, I would hope not, 
but I’m not sure it’s the world’s most excit- 
ing assignment, if that’s what you mean. 
But I think there will be programs to keep 
morale high. Right now it’s extraordinarily 
high. 


Multinational Force 


Q. A suggestion has been made that some 
reduction in the troops might be made in 
the days ahead to give a more international 
tinge to the force over there. Would you 
entertain such—or support such a move? 

The President. 'm mo:e interested in 
seeing the fulfillment of commitments 
made. 


Military Operation’s Impact on the 
Federal Budget 


Q. Mr. President, you’re about to begin a 
new round of budget negotiations. Federal 
employees are facing furloughs because of 
the Gramm-Rudman law. And this oper- 
ation is costing over $1 billion a month. 
How do you assess the impact of the cost of 
Operation Desert Shield on your budget 
problem? 

The President. It’s difficult at this junc- 
ture to know fully what the impact will be. 
Clearly, it will have some budget implica- 
tion. I have not moved off of my view that 
we must get a budget agreement with Con- 
gress as soon as they get back, and I'll have 
more to say about that in the weeks ahead. 
But I really haven’t changed my view on 
that. And I think it will be very clear to 
Members of Congress that the deficit prob- 


lem has gotten worse as a result of the 
action that we have had to take. 

Q. If I could follow that up: Senator 
Leahy has suggested a sort of war tax to pay 
for this. How do you feel about that con- 
cept? 

The President. 
answer is a war tax. 


I don’t feel that the 


Television Coverage of Saddam Hussein 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any prob- 
lem with the live TV coverage of Saddam 
Hussein’s media events, which a lot of 
people complain just gives him a propaganda 
platform? 

The President. No, I have no complaints 
about it. I think that it hasn’t helped him 
very much with world opinion. I don’t 
know what it’s done at home; maybe it’s 
been reassuring to the people there. But I 
don’t think that it is cutting into the desire 
to see the U.N. sanctions fulfilled. I must 
say, I haven’t seen the last couple of inter- 
views with the man, but I think the one 
with the—what he calls guests and what we 
call hostages was really so brutal and so 
totally unacceptable that it worked against 
him—was manipulative and cynical. So, I 
haven’t been concerned that he’s got a shot 
there. He’s had a real opportunity to 
present his case to the American people. I’d 
like to have a similar opportunity to present 
our case to the people in Iraq. But I have 
no complaints about that at all, Rita [Rita 
Beamish, Associated Press]. 


Iraqi Withdrawal from Kuwait 


Q. Mr. President, could you accept a situ- 
ation where Iraq withdraws from Kuwait 
but keeps its military power intact, regard- 
less of who’s in charge? 

The President. Well, again, that’s too hy- 
pothetical. I want to see the goals that I 
stated fulfilled. And of course, I think part 
of that would be—I think the world would 
demand that there be no chance of another 
invasion the minute this ended. 

Q. If I could follow, sir: Senator Lugar 
and some others have said that this is some- 
thing that we should discuss now. 

The President. Well, we are discussing it 
now. I had dinner with him last night, as a 
matter of fact, because I knew he felt that 
way. It was a very good evening, as a 
matter of fact. I had about 11, 12 Members 
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of Congress over there, and it was helpful 
to me to get these diverse views. I got some 
of the feeling of that from briefing the Con- 
gress. But I have great respect for Dick 
Lugar, and so we'll be talking more. But I 
have not changed the objectives, you'll 
notice, in the publicly stated objectives 
here. 


Financial Support for Multinational 
Efforts 

Q. What is the total amount of money 
you are expecting from the allies? 

The President. There is no total price tag 
that I have in mind. 

I do have to go in a couple of questions— 
after two. 


Israel and Saudi Arabia 


Q. Has Israel served as a strategic ally in 
this crisisP And is there anything you can do 
to help protect Israel and Saudi Arabia 
against a chemical attack as was threatened 
today? 

The President. Israel has behaved very 
well, and Israel has never had difficulty de- 
fending itself. In terms of Saudi Arabia, we 
are committed to the defense of Saudi 
Arabia, and I believe that we have a major 
stake in protecting them against that kind 
of further aggression. 


South African Assistance 


Q. May I follow? Of the countries you’re 
asking for assistance, have you asked South 
Africa to contribute anything to this? 

The President. I don’t think we’ve asked 
any of these—well, we may have asked 
some of them so far, but I don’t know that 
there’s been a request made of South Africa 
or not. 

Last one. 


Risk of War 


Q. Mr. President, some of the Members 
of Congress who attended the meeting with 
you the other day left here with the feeling 
that the longer the situation drags on, the 
less the chance there is of outright fighting 
involving U.S. troops. At the moment, what 
is your assessment of the risk of fighting 
involving our forces? 

The President. Well, it’s so hard to answer 
that question because of the unpredictable 
nature of Saddam Hussein himself. And so, I 
think it’s almost impossible. I’ve had meet- 
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ings today with some of our top analysts 
and specialists on the Arab world. I don’t 
want to put words in their mouth, but that 
was one of the questions that I asked. It’s 
very hard to predict; it’s very hard to meas- 
ure intentions. But I think the answer is to 
have the forces in place to be ready. I 
would think that the defense of Saudi 
Arabia is far more assured today than it was 
2 weeks ago because the United States and 
others have moved substantial forces there. 
And they’re ready, and they’re strong, and 
they’re able, and their morale is high. Simi- 
larly, there’s a lot of naval power and, of 
course, air power that’s there. I would think 
that that would be a deterrent to anybody 
with any degree of rationality. Having said 
that, I don’t know what is in this man’s 
mind. 

Q. To follow on, sir: What actions by Iraq, 
sir, would trigger a U.S. response? 

The President. That is too broad a ques- 
tion to get a response from. But we're 
ready, and if there’s some provocative 
action, why, then we’d have to make a de- 
termination at that time. But I just can’t 
help you. Your question is too broad. 

Last one from Texas. Cragg [Cragg Hines, 
Houston Chronicle]? And then I’ve got to 
go. I really do. 


Image of U.S. Forces 


Q. Mr. President, are you concerned that 
this burden-sharing, as you call it, is going 
to make American forces look like merce- 
naries in the Middle East? 

The President. 1 wouldn’t want to have 
anything done that would make them look 
like mercenaries. But I don’t think so. In 
fact, we would be very careful that that 
conclusion could not be drawn. 

I raised that question—one of the Mem- 
bers of Congress asked me that—said I 
don’t want mercenary forces. But there are 
ways that burden-sharing can be accom- 
plished without making the forces merce- 
nary. And I’m thinking of the enormous 
fuel bills that are involved and transporta- 
tion and these kinds of things that are in- 
volved in moves of this nature. 

But I’m glad you raised it, because U.S. 
forces should never appear to be mercenary 
forces. And that will not be the outcome of 
this, I can guarantee you. 





Thank you all very much. Thank you so 
much. 


Note: The President’s 59th news conference 
began at 2:02 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





August 25 


John Booth, of Las Vegas, NV. After sustaining a 
head injury which left him mentally disabled, 
Mr. Booth became a patient at the Hollyhock 
Adult Day Care Center. Since his condition has 
improved, he has helped other patients at the 
center by leading a variety of therapy activi- 
ties. 


August 27 


Thora Bautz, of Scotts Valley, CA. Ms. Bautz is a 
volunteer for the English Language and Liter- 
acy Program, teaching reading and writing 
skills to native English speakers and to those 
who are learning English as a second language. 


August 28 


Soaring Eagles Project, of Minneapolis, MN. The 
project addresses the cycle of poverty and sub- 
stance abuse that faces many Native American 
families by offering positive alternatives for 
their children through a comprehensive pro- 
gram that includes cultural education, leader- 
ship development, social-skills training, tutor- 
ing, and field trips. 


August 29 


Stephanie Gore, of Savannah, GA. Stephanie, 
who was born blind, reads stories to preschool 
children and is a member of Big Sisters of 
America. 


August 30 


Friends of Lubavitch of Bergen County, of Tea- 
neck, NJ. The volunteers of Friends of Luba- 
vitch visit hospital patients, nursing home resi- 
dents, and home-bound senior citizens, bring- 
ing friendship and joy to the sick and helping 
elderly persons who are Jewish follow the die- 
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tary laws, participate in holiday services, and 
arrange funerals in accordance with the Jewish 
laws and traditions. 


August 31 


Bridgeway, of Lakewood, CO. Founded in 1986, 
Bridgeway provides a supportive, home-like 
environment for young mothers. More than 
100 volunteers teach the young women about 
pregnancy and motherhood and help them de- 
velop marketable job skills. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





August 16} 

President Bush telephoned President Mo- 
hammed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt to discuss 
President Bush’s meetings with King Hus- 
sein I of Jordan and Foreign Minister Sa‘ud 
al-Faysal Al Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia. 


August 25 

In the morning, the President met at his 
home in Kennebunkport, ME, with Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, for an intelligence 
and national security briefing. 


August 28 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House, where he met with 
Foreign Minister Yusuf bin ‘Alawi bin ‘Ab- 
dallah of Oman to discuss the Persian Gulf 
crisis. 


August 29 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President and Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for Na- 


1 This release was not received in time for 
inclusion in the appropriate issue. 
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tional Security Affairs, for an inteili- 
gence and national security briefing; 

—advisers, to discuss the Federal budget 

negotiations; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

The President declared that major disas- 
ters exist in New Hampshire, as a result of 
severe storms and flooding that began on 
August 7, and in Illinois, as a result of torna- 
does that occurred on August 28. He direct- 
ed the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to provide assistance to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts. 

In the afternoon, the President had a 
telephone conversation with Gov. Jim 
Thompson of Illinois, who expressed his ap- 
preciation for Federal disaster relief. 

In the evening, the President hosted a 
dinner in the Residence for Members of 
Congress. 

The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the President’s Commission 
on the Federal Appointment Process. These 
are new positions: 


Thomas Joseph Murrin, Deputy Secretary of 
Commerce. Upon appointment, he will be des- 
ignated Chairman. 

C. Boyden Gray, Counsel to the President of the 
United States. 

Nancy Mohr Kennedy, Assistant Secretary of 
Education. 

J. Michael Luttig, Acting Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral (Office of Legal Counsel), Department of 
Justice. 

Constance Berry Newman, Director of the Office 
of Personnel Management. 

Stephen D. Potts, Director of the Office of Gov- 
ernment Ethics. 

Clarence Thomas, U.S. Circuit Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Circuit. 

Charles G. (Chase) Untermeyer, Assistant to the 
President of the United States and Director of 
Presidential Personnel. 


August 30 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs, for 
an intelligence and national security 
briefing; 

—administration officials, for an energy 
briefing; 
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—national security advisers, to discuss the 
Persian Gulf crisis; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady and Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for International Affairs David 
Mulford. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 

to his home in Kennebunkport, ME. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Shannon Fairbanks, of the District 
of Coiumbia, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation for a term ending on 
the date of the next annual meeting of the 
voting common stockholders in 1991. This 
is a new position. Currently Mrs. Fairbanks 
serves as executive vice president of the 
American Real Estate Group in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Barry Zorthian, of the District of 
Columbia, to be a member of the Board for 
International Broadcasting for a term expir- 
ing May 20, 1992. He would succeed Arch 
Madsen. Currently Mr. Zorthian serves as a 
partner with the law firm of Alcalde, 
O’Bannon, Rousselot and Wahlquist. 


August 31 
In the morning, at his home in Kenne- 

bunkport, ME, President Bush had tele- 

phone conversations with King Fahd bin 

‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud of Saudi Arabia, 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher of the 

United Kingdom, and President Francois 

Mitterrand of France to discuss the Persian 

Gulf crisis. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Monroe County, WI, as a 
result of severe storms and flooding that 
occurred on August 17. He directed the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
to provide assistance to supplement State 
and local recovery efforts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Advisory Commission on 
Conferences in Ocean Shipping: 

Conrad H.C. Everhard, of New York. Currently 
Mr. Everhard serves as chairman of O.O.C.L. 
(U.S.A.), Inc., in New York, NY. 

James J. O’Brien, of California. Currently Mr. 
O’Brien serves as executive director of trans- 


portation services for the Port of Oakland in 
California. 





Paul F. Wegener, of Louisiana. Currently Mr. We- 
gener serves as chairman of the board of Na- 
tional Customs Brokers and Forwarders Asso- 
ciation of America and as vice president of 
M.G. Maher and Co., Inc., in New Orleans, LA. 

Roger W. Wigen, of Minnesota. Currently Mr. 
Wigen serves as manager of transportation 
policy and industry affairs for the Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing Co., Inc., in St. 
Paul, MN. 

Raymond Paul deMember, of Virginia. Currently 
Mr. deMember serves as executive vice presi- 
dent and general counsel of the International 
Association of Non-Vessel-Operating Common 
Carriers and as an attorney in private practice 
in Fairfax, VA. 

William P. Verdon, of the District of Columbia. 
Currently Mr. Verdon serves as president of 
United Ship Owners of America in Washington, 
DC. 

Paul L. Crouch, of California. Currently Mr. 
Crouch serves as vice president of Traffic 
Calcot, Ltd., in Bakersfield, CA. 

Samuel K. Skinner, Secretary of Transportation, 
will be designated Chairman. He was appoint- 
ed to the Commission on October 5, 1989. 

The President announced his intention to 
select Eugene Ronald Croisant, of Illinois, 
to be a member of the Board of Directors 
of the National Railroad Passenger Corpora- 
tion for a term of 2 years. He would suc- 
ceed Frank W. Jenkins. Currently Mr. Croi- 
sant serves as executive vice president for 
Human Resources and Administration at 
R.J.R. Nabisco in New York, NY. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Christopher Hicks, of Maryland, to 
be a member of the Board for International 
Food and Agricultural Development for the 
remainder of the term expiring July 28, 
1992. He would succeed Gwendolyn S. 
King. Currently Mr. Hicks serves as a part- 
ner with the law firm of Anderson, Hibey, 
Nanheim and Blair in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James O. Mason, of Utah, to be 
Representative of the United States on the 
Executive Board of the World Health Orga- 
nization. He would succeed Frank E. 
Young. Currently Dr. Mason serves as As- 
sistant Secretary for Health at the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services in 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Robert L. Athey, of Illinois, to be 
Alternate Commissioner of the United 
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States Section of the Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission. He would succeed Charles K. 
Dutcher. Currently Mr. Athey serves as 
vice president of Jack Nicklaus Develop- 
ment Corp. of Illinois in North Barrington, 
IL. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joan R. Challinor, of the District 
of Columbia, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the James Madison Memorial 
Fellowship Foundation for a term of 6 
years. This is a reappointment. Currently 
Mrs. Challinor serves as a research associate 
for the National Museum of American His- 
tory in Washington, DC. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 





Released August 23 } 


Statement: 

Departure of U.S. marines from the USS. 
Embassy in Kuwait—by Marlin Fitzwater, 
Press Secretary to the President 


Released August 24} 


Statement: 

Illness of Nancy Walker, the President’s 
aunt—by Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secretary 
to the President 


1 This release was not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Released August 27 


Statement: 

Mechanical failure of the President’s boat, 
Fidelity—by Marlin Fitzwater, Press Secre- 
tary to the President 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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